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background

ABOUT THE AIIA
The AIIA was formed in 1924 as a branch of Chatham House. It
was then established as a federal body in 1933 and is the only
nation-wide organisation of its kind in Australia. The AIIA plays a
unique role as an independent non-partisan forum for informed
debate on Australia’s engagement in the world, achieved through
track-II dialogues, public events, publications, and analysis.

INTRODUCTION TO THE PROGRAM
The 2021 Australia-US-Japan Next Generation Policy Forum
is an online event that will bring together early career professionals who demonstrate an interest and expertise in the Indo-Pacific region, providing them with opportunities to connect
with experts and deepen their knowledge on the key issues
facing the Indo-Pacific region. The forum will consist of six panel discussions held over the course of three days in June and
July 2021. Each panel discussion will feature at least three expert speakers from Australia, the United States, and Japan.
The AIIA is grateful for the support of its partners:

Funding provided by the U.S. Government:

SCHEDULE
28 JULY 2021*

0900*

Panel 5: COVID recovery in
the Indo-Pacific

1030

Break

1040

Panel 6: Environment,
Climate and Energy in the
Indo-Pacific

1210

Closing remarks

1215

Networking Breakouts

*All listed times are AEST (Canberra, Sydney, Melbourne).
JAPAN: The forum starts at 8am, 28 July JST.
UNITED STATES (East): The forum starts at 7pm, 27 July ET.
UNITED STATES (West): The forum starts at 4pm, 27 July PDT.

Panel 5

Covid Recovery
in the
indo-pacific

speakers
Professor Sara Davies
Griffith University
Dr Ronak Patel
Brigham and Women’s Hospital
Kosuke Takahashi
Jane’s Defence Weekly
Nancy Schneider (Moderator)
Australian Institute of International Affairs

The COVID-19 pandemic has been
a devastating force throughout the
Indo-Pacific. Experiences have varied widely, and national responses
are often reflective of the domestic
political climates. Despite the physical separation required to stop the
spread of disease, the pandemic has
sparked major regional cooperation
initiatives in the public health sector. A notable example is the Quad
Vaccine Partnership, in which vaccines produced in India, funded by
the United States and Japan, and
distributed by Australia will have a
tremendous impact on individual
lives and livelihoods and will accelerate a return to the “new normal”. As
vaccines become increasingly widespread, it now possible to reflect on
the lessons learned to build resilience for future health crises. What
can Australia, Japan, and the United
States learn from each other’s approaches to the COVID-19 crisis?
How does the Quad Vaccine Program
fit in to the general trends of cooperation in the Indo-Pacific? Looking ahead, is the region prepared
to take on the next health crisis?

crease, there has been significant investment throughout
the Indo-Pacific into new energy solutions, particularly green
energy solutions. However, the region remains heavily reliant on coal and fossil fuels. It is quickly becoming clear
that such reliance is unsustainable due to the precarious
strategic position of energy supply chains and because
the region is highly vulnerable to climate change. As such,
the appeal of reducing reliance on coal and fossil fuels is
strong. What are the major challenges the region will face
in the coming years as the effects of climate change are felt
more intensely? In the development space, what actions are
being taken to build green energy capacity? Is such capacity being built in a way that promotes national energy production and self-reliance, and if so, how does this fit in with
the US, Japan, and Australia’s commitment to connectivity?

speakers

Panel 6

Energy, Climate, and Environment
in the indo-pacififc

As concerns over access to energy and raw material in-

Professor Jun Arima
University of Tokyo
Dr Llewelyn Hughes
The Australian National University
Clara Gillispie
National Bureau for Asian Research
Dr Bryce Wakefield (Moderator)
Australian Institute of International Affairs

Professor Jun Arima

Graduate School of Public Policies,
University of Tokyo
Jun Arima was formerly Director General of the Japan External Trade Organization (JETRO), UK from 2011 to 2015
and Special Advisor on Global Environmental Affairs for the
Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry (METI), Japan, from
2011 to 2015. He has previously held various international
energy/environment-related positions, including: Head of
Division, Country Studies, International Energy Agency (IEA);
Director, International Affairs Division, Agency of Natural
Resources and Energy, METI; and Deputy Director General for Environmental Affairs at METI’s Industrial Science and
Technology Policy and Environment Bureau. In the COP (UN
Convention on Climate Change) 14, 15 and 16, he was Japanese Chief Negotiator for AWG-KP. He is currently a Professor at the University of Tokyo, Japan, where he teaches the

Professor Sara Davies
School of Government and International Relations
Griffith University
Proessor Sara E. Davies is based at the School of Government and International Relations, Griffith University, Australia and is also Adjunct
Associate Professor at the Monash Gender Peace and Security Centre,
School of Social Sciences, Monash University. Sara’s current research
focuses on Global Health Governance and the Women, Peace and Security agenda. Sara has been an Australian Research Council Discovery Australian Postgraduate Award Scholar (2008-2012) and an Aus-
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tralian Research Council Future Fellow (2014-2018). Sara is author of
Global Politics of Health (Polity), Disease Diplomacy (Johns Hopkins
University Press, with Adam Kamradt-Scott and Simon Rushton), and
Containing Contagion (Johns Hopkins University Press). Sara has also
published in Nature, The Lancet, International Studies Quarterly, International Affairs, and Medical Law Review; and is co-editor of the
Australian Journal and International Affairs (with Professor Ian Hall).

Clara Gillispie
Senior Advisor,
National Bureau of Asian Research (NBR)
Clara is also Visiting International Fellow at the Korea Institute for
International Economic Policy and serves as the official U.S. delegate to the Energy Research Institute Network. Her subject-matter expertise covers topics ranging from technology policymaking
to energy security to geopolitical trends in the Asia-Pacific. She
is the author of numerous policy essays and reports, including
South Korea’s Digital Healthcare Conundrum (forthcoming), South
Korea’s 5G Ambitions (2020), U.S.-Australia Energy Cooperation in
the Indo-Pacific (2020), and How Asia’s Auto Boom Shapes Its Energy
Security Strategies (co-authored with Laura Schwartz, 2019). Previously, Ms. Gillispie served as a Senior Director for Trade, Economic, and Energy Affairs at NBR. She was also a 2019–20 CFR
International Affairs Fellow in India, which included an in-country residency at Carnegie India, and a 2017–18 SAFE Energy Security Fellow.

Dr Llewelyn Hughes
Crawford School of Public Policy,
Australian National University
Trained as a political scientist (Ph.D. 2009), I am particularly interested in analysing how governments balance the
goal of creating competitive advantage through green industry policies with the need to respond effectively to climate change, using a global supply chain perspective. He
currently serves on the Editorial Board for Organization-
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al Response to Climate Change: Business, Governments, and
Nonprofits series, Cambridge University Press (2021-), and
Studies in Comparative Energy and Environmental Politics series, Oxford University Press (2017- ). He is also Associate
Editor for the Japanese Journal of Political Science (2018-).

Dr Ronak Patel
Director, Urbanisation and Resilience Program
Harvard Humanitarian Initiative
Dr Ronak Patel founded and leads the Urbanization and Resilience
Program at the Harvard Humanitarian Initiative. His work focuses
primarily on the challenges and opportunities presented by rapid
urbanization for the health and well-being of vulnerable populations
and for humanitarian crises. His research focuses on exposing and
disaggregating cumulative risks and developing tools and interventions to mitigate these risks to health and development. His recent
work has included projects on disaster microinsurance for local market recovery in India, slum upgrading impacts, resilience to urban
violence in Columbia, social cohesion and disaster risk reduction in
Haiti, indicators for vulnerability and early crisis in urban slums in
Kenya and a framework for measuring urban fragility and resilience.
He works through community-based organizations (CBOs) and aid
agencies to collect data and implement projects for marginal populations. In addition to numerous publications and presentations, he
has led or participated on multiple expert working groups to develop
policies and programs for reducing urban vulnerability, improving operational effectiveness and health outcomes and building resilience.

professor Haruko SatoH
Co-director, IAFOR Research Centre at the
Osaka School of International Public Policy
Haruko Satoh is Specially Appointed Professor at the Osaka
School of International Public Policy (OSIPP), where she teaches Japan’s relations with Asia and identity in international relations. She is also co-director of the OSIPP-IAFOR Research Cen-
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tre and she was previously part of the MEXT Reinventing Japan
project on “Peace and Human Security in Asia (PAHSA)” with six
Southeast Asian and four Japanese universities. In the past she
has worked at the Japan Institute of International Affairs (JIIA),
Chatham House, and Gaiko Forum. Her interests are primarily in state theory, Japanese nationalism and identity politics.

Nancy Schneider

Content and Communications Manager,
Australian Institute of International Affairs
Nancy is responsible for managing the AIIA’s online presence,
as well as the National Office internship program. Nancy is involved in National Office programming activities, particularly the the 2021 National Conference, and sits on several of
the AIIA’s operation committees. Nancy began working for
the AIIA National Office in 2020 as the Australian Outlook assistant editor before transitioning into her current position.
Between 2018 and 2020, following completion of a master’s degree,
Nancy worked as a tutor in the Department of International Relations at the Australian National University, an academic coach for
undergraduate students from non-English-speaking backgrounds
enrolled in English-language universities, and an academic copyeditor. Between her undergraduate and postgraduate studies, Nancy founded then managed the Events Department of a busy recreation venue in her hometown of Huntington Beach, California, USA.
Nancy graduated with honours in 2018 from the Australian National University with a Master of International Relations (Advanced).

Benjamin self
Vice President,
Maureen and Mike Mansfield Foundation
Benjamin Self is director of the Mike Mansfield Fellowship
Program, a congressionally-mandated professional exchange
for mid-level U.S. government employees. He also manages
the U.S.-Japan Network for the Future, a program launched in
2009 to foster a new generation of Japan specialists. Previously he was the inaugural Takahashi Fellow in Japanese Studies
at the Walter H. Shorenstein Asia-Pacific Research Center at
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Stanford University. From 1998-2008 he was at the Henry L.
Stimson Center as a Senior Associate working on Japanese
security policy. While at the Stimson Center, he directed projects on Japan-China relations, fostering security cooperation
between the U.S.-Japan Alliance and the PRC, Japan’s nuclear
option, and confidence-building measures. From 2003 until
2008, Mr. Self was living in Africa and studying the role of Japan in Africa, including in humanitarian relief, economic development, conflict prevention, and resource extraction. He
also has served as adjunct lecturer at Georgetown University, George Washington University, and American University.

Kosuke Takahashi
Tokyo Correspondent
Janes Defence Weekly
Kosuke Takahashi is a Japanese journalist. He contributes to
IHS Jane’s Defence, NK News and Toyo Keizai Online among
other media by writing in both English and Japanese. He is
also currently a regular TV commentator of Tokyo MX’s Morning Cross program. He worked as the senior online news editor at Thomson Reuters in Tokyo from April 2016 to January
2017, where he focused on expanding its online news coverage across multiple digital channels. He was appointed editor-in-chief of The Huffington Post Japan in September 2014
where he was in charge of overseeing all of the day-to-day
editorial content and operations of the Huffington Post Japan.
He also has worked for the Asahi Shimbun, Bloomberg News,
Dow Jones Japan and The Wall Street Journal Japan as staff writer/editor, and Nikkei CNBC Japan as regular TV commentator.

dr bryce wakefield
National Executive Director,
Australian Institute of International Affairs
From 2008 to 2012 Dr Bryce Wakefield was the associate
responsible for Northeast Asian programs at the Woodrow
Wilson International Center for Scholars in Washington, DC.
In this role, he was responsible for conceiving, designing
and organising around 60 events in Washington, including
policy briefings in the U.S. Congress, on political issues in
Australia, Taiwan, North and South Korea and Japan. From
2012 to 2018, he was a tenured lecturer of area studies and
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International Relations at Leiden University in the Netherlands. Bryce’s academic publications to date focus on constitutional issues and defence policy, political marketing
and national identity in Japan. While at the Wilson Center,
he also edited and contributed to several of the centre’s
multi-author publications on East Asian politics and foreign
policy. Bryce lived in Japan from 1998 to 2004 and earned
his master’s degree from Osaka University’s School of International Public Policy. He earned his PhD in political studies
from the University of Auckland.
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